
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you already purchased your Lenten turkey?  
How about decorated your Lenten tree?  Surely 
you have found the perfect card and chocolates 
to give your spouse on the first day of Lent.  No?!  
Well that’s okay.  No one else has either.  There 
aren’t many people outside of the church who 
even know what Lent is.  My guess is many of us 
inside the church aren’t so sure either.  This is 
why I thought a short refresher on the very 
important season in our Christian calendar may 
be in order. 
  

At its most basic – Lent is the forty-day 
period leading up to Easter.  Sundays aren’t 
included for those who want to do the math.  
The term comes from the Old English word 
lengten, meaning “to lengthen.”  This is in 
reference to the wonderful fact that this time of 
year the length of daylight is growing day by day.   

 
In the early church the season of Lent was 

the time designated to prepare candidates for 
baptism on Easter morning.  Over the years it 
also became a season in which Christians would 
fast and examine their lives, so they might repent 
of their sins in preparation for Easter. 

 
Historically, Presbyterians have taken two 

approaches to observing Lent.  One approach is 
to “give up” something for Lent.  This is rooted in 
the original discipline of fasting; however, there is 
more to this than an act of self-denial.  We give 
up something in order to have more time to focus 
on our spiritual life.  The time we would have 
used doing whatever it is that we give up … we 
now use to pray or read scripture or participate in 
any of the spiritual disciplines.  The point is not 
simply to give up something but to also focus 
ourselves on our faith. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second approach is to “take on” 

something.  As Christians we can certainly take 
on any of the spiritual disciplines (like those listed 
above) and forego the giving up part.  We can 
also take on various forms of service.  
Volunteering your time, visiting those shut in, 
making dinner for someone in need, and 
providing a ride are just a few of the many ways 
we can live out our faith and prepare our hearts to 
celebrate Easter. 

 
I would encourage everyone to take a few 

minutes over the next few days to give some 
thought as to what God may be calling them to 
“give up” or “take on”.  We always benefit when 
we give attention to our spiritual health.   

 
All are invited to start their Lenten journey 

by participating in our “Ashes to Go” worship time 
on Ash Wednesday (March 6th).  The sanctuary 
will be open from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for those who 
would like to simply come and pray.  I will be 
upfront to receive anyone who would like for me 
to pray with them.  In addition I will be offering 
ashes.   

 
One of the oldest traditions in the church 

is to be marked in ash with the sign of the cross.  
This signals not only the beginning of Lent but 
serves as a reminder that we all have sinned and 
need the forgiveness of God.  The ashes also 
remind us that one day we will return to dust, so 
our hope is in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.   
 

Lenten blessings, 

BenBenBenBen    
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2019 Financial Report: JANUARY 

Receipts: 

General Fund  $ 19,745.20 

Building Fund  $ 200.00 

Capital Improvement Projects $ 50,190.00 

Wash Fund $ - 

Non Budget Fund $ 2,267.47 

Year-to-Date Receipts: 

General Fund $ 19,745.20 

Building Fund $ 200.00 

Capital Improvement Projects $ 50,190.00 

Wash Fund $ - 

Non Budget Fund $ 2,267.47 

Disbursements: 

General Fund  $ 17,122.71 

Building Fund $ - 

Capital Improvement Projects $ 99,380.98 

Wash Fund $ - 

Non Budget Fund  $ 2,067.49 

Year-to-Date Disbursements: 

General Fund $ 17,122.71 

Building Fund $ - 

Capital Improvement Projects $ 99,380.98 

Wash Fund $ - 

Non Budget Fund $ 2,067.49 

Checking Account: 

General Fund/Wash Fund $ 18,456.82 

Non Budget Fund  $ 6,246.17 

Money Market 

General Fund  $ 62,887.48 

Building Fund  $ 200.00 

Capital Improvement Projects $ 1,809.02 

Interest  $ 16.86 

Total  $ 64,879.64 

Certificate of Deposit 

2.27% Interest, Renewed 
6/16,5/17,5/22/18 $ 100,000.00 

Average Attendance  119 

YTD Average Attendance  119 

ASHES TO GO 
 

Remember that you are dust… 

 
and to dust you shall return 

 

WHEN: MARCH 6TH 

WHERE: CCPC SANCTUARY 

TIME: Drop by anytime between  
11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Why “Ashes to Go?” 
 

Ashes are an ancient sign of penitence.  From 
the Middle Ages it became custom to begin the 
season of Lent by being marked in ash with the 

sign of the cross.  
 

Ashes remind us… 
 

• Of those around the world who are 
mourning and suffering. 

 

• That we all have sinned, we all need 
repentance, and we all have been 

forgiven by the grace and love of Christ. 
 

• That no matter what our past or present 
circumstance may be, we are still called, 
named, claimed, and loved children of 

God. 
 
The reference to dust reminds us… 
 

• Of the creative power of God, and God’s 
ability to heal the brokenness in our 
lives when we offer that brokenness to 
God. 
 

• That in the passage of time, we will all 
someday die.  And that our hope lies in 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.   

 

“Ashes to Go” offers us a chance to stop in the 
midst of our busy lives and turn to God. 



 

 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

In early January, CCPC finalized the purchase of 
property adjacent to our Exit driveway.  The funds 
to cover the purchase price of the property were 
donated anonymously. The dwelling on the 
property will be torn down and the resulting debris 
will be hauled away. The work to accomplish the 
tear down and removal of debris is being donated in 
kind. 
 
A sub committee of the Finance Committee is 
planning a campaign to raise funds that will enable 
us to complete other projects such as the 
installation of audio equipment, paving of our 
existing parking lot, and interior and exterior 
painting. 
 
Please save these dates to learn more and to 
celebrate our endeavors: 
 
Sunday, April 7, 2019.  Information will be shared 
on the campaign during the 11 am Worship 
Service. 
 
Sunday, May 5, 2019.  Celebrate with CCPC 
members and friends as we enjoy a catered lunch 
and give thanks for the gifts we have received and 
those we are about to receive. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 
 

MEN OF THE CHURCH 
   MARCH 9th – 8::00 am 

 

Beginning this month, the Men of the Church will 
now be meeting on the 2nd Saturday morning of the 
month at 8:00 a.m.  We hope you will come out 
and join us for some breakfast, and fellowship on 

Saturday, March 9th at 8:00 am. All men are invited 
and encouraged to join us!  

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

If you aren’t already on the church 
automated call list, and would like to be, or if 

you wish to be removed from it, please 
contact the church office! 

 

 
Hope Mission Dinner  

SATURDAY MARCH 30TH  
 

There is a Hope Mission Dinner dates coming up this 
month on Saturday, March 30th.  There will be a 
sign-up sheet in the narthex.  Ann Swann will be 

providing a large meatloaf.  We will need people to 
prepare sides, breads, and desserts to go along with 
the meatloaf, and people to help serve the meal at 

the Hope Mission.  Ann Swann is the point of 
contact!  Thank you for helping this rewarding 

mission. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

 
 

BackPack Friends provides nutritional meals and 
snacks to children who may need a little extra over 

the weekend. 
 

BackPack Friends needs your help! 
 

The number of children in need is growing on a daily 
basis.  Now in its eighth year, BackPack Friends 
delivers 475 backpacks of food to children in 14 
schools throughout Carteret, Onslow and Jones 

counties each week; all packed by caring volunteers 
with 100% donated food supplies at an annual cost 

of over $100,000. 
 

Here is how you can help: 
 

Volunteer- Come to the Food Storage Warehouse 
to help pack backpacks or help deliver them to the 

schools. 
Sponsorship - Help a child become part of the 
BackPack Friends program through a monetary 

donation. 
 

1 year..........$300 
1 semester...$150 
1 month........$40 

 
Please contact Mandy Tramell at 717-875-4769 with 

questions. 
 

Or 
 

More information is available for volunteer 
opportunities or sponsorship online at 

CCBC/BackPack Friends or by contacting the 
BackPack Friends Coordinator at 810-348-5557. 



 

 
 

MARCH  

BIRTHDAYS 

 

2     David Sobotta 
2     Gail Skinner 
2     Lauren Burch 
3     Burton Burrows 
3     Dylan Wood 
4     June Wilkins 
6     Lee Johns 
11    Nicholas Antonelli 
13    Ruth Smith 
14    Vera Fellows 
16    Steve Smith 
18    Brownie Trainham 
18    Jim Yoder 
18    Richard Phillips 
22    James Garman 
25    Mandy Tramell  
28    Teri Wright  
30    Evangeline DeMars 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

 

 

Brian & Teri Wright   3/14/92 
John & Heather Molfetto  3/27/10 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 

 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 22nd    

 

Articles for the APRIL 2019 issue of the 
newsletter need to be submitted FRIDAY 

MARCH 22nd. Newsletters will be distributed 
on Sunday, March 31st.   Please bring any 

articles you wish to have included to the church 
office, or email them to 

capecarteretpres@gmail.com 

 
 

We are looking for folks who can pick up 
flowers following service each Sunday and 

deliver them to homebound or shut-in 
members or friends of the church.  If you are 
interested in serving in this way, please contact 
Joli Brooks at joli.brooks@gmail.com, or call or 

text 910-340-4713.  Thank you! 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Name tags are available in the 
hallway by the balcony across from 

the restrooms!  If you’ve 
lost yours, or need one, contact 

the church office. 
 
 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 
January:    Gloves 
February:    Hats 
March:    Soap 

April:    Toothbrush Holders 
May:    Combs 
June:   Donations for Soccer Balls 

that we order in bulk 
July:     Donations for pumps that  

we order in bulk 
August:   Pencils, Pencil Sharpeners,  

Small writing tablets 
September:   Sewing Kits 
October:   Sewing Kits   
 


